
THESSALONIKI
. . .  t h e  c u l t u r a l  c r o s s r o a d  o f  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e  &  t h e

B a l k a n s

As you explore the city and its beauty, keep in
mind that Thessaloniki used to be and still is a
multicultural city in Greece. Our town is not just a
place on the map; it's a mosaic of people from
different origins. When they come together, they
create a colorful tapestry!
In this issue you can find historical/
cultural/gastronomical and waterfront clusters of
Thessaloniki

Stimmuli for social
change
W E L C O M E S  Y O U  T O
T H E S S A L O N I K I
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H I S T O R I C A L  C L U S T E R S  
C U L T U R A L / A R T S
C L U S T E R  
G A S T R O N O M I C A L
C L U S T E R S
W A T E R F R O N T  C L U S T E R  



You can read more about

Thessaloniki here

Thessaloniki (Θεσσαλονίκη in Greek),
is the second largest city in Greece,
with population over 1M in its
metropolitan area. It is also known
among Greeks, as the “co-capital”, a
reference to its historical status as the
“co-reigning” city of the Byzantine
empire. It is estimated that it was
founded by Cassander in 315 BC. 

HISTORY OF
THESSALONIKI

Thessaloniki took its name from the
half-sister of Alexander the Great,
whose name means “Thessalian
victory”, from “Thessalos” (the region),
and “niki”, which means victory in
Greek.
According to mythology Thessaloniki
was a mermaid, who still resides in the
golf surrounding the city.

FUN FACT
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https://thessaloniki.travel/el/


HISTORICAL CLUSTERS 
Thessaloniki has been a center throughout all historical
periods, and it can be characterized as a cosmopolitan
and economically prosperous city. Below is a list of the
most interesting places to visit, selected based on their
historical impact on the city.

HELLENISTIC AND ROMAN HISTORY 

Archeological Museum of Thessaloniki

Roman Forum 

Galerius Arc BYZANTINE & OTTOMAN HISTORY 
Museum of Byzantine Culture

The White Tower 

Eptapyrgio Tower 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%91%CF%81%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%B9%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C+%CE%9C%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF+%CE%98%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AF%CE%BA%CE%B7%CF%82/@40.6255406,22.9515134,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a8385355da9789:0x4f51568587526589!8m2!3d40.6255431!4d22.9537101
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%A1%CF%89%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%8A%CE%BA%CE%AE+%CE%91%CE%B3%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%AC+%CE%98%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AF%CE%BA%CE%B7%CF%82/@40.6378581,22.9456779,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a839a96c047b37:0xffa3bafb2b283b77!8m2!3d40.6378581!4d22.9456779!16s%2Fm%2F010hr06b?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%A1%CF%89%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%8A%CE%BA%CE%AE+%CE%91%CE%B3%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%AC+%CE%98%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AF%CE%BA%CE%B7%CF%82/@40.6378581,22.9456779,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a839a96c047b37:0xffa3bafb2b283b77!8m2!3d40.6378581!4d22.9456779!16s%2Fm%2F010hr06b?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%91%CF%88%CE%AF%CE%B4%CE%B1+%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%93%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85/@40.6321186,22.9494671,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a839a92a802431:0xa31f707df819cbc2!8m2!3d40.6321145!4d22.9516558
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%9C%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF+%CE%92%CF%85%CE%B6%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%8D+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B9%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%8D/@40.6239358,22.9551444,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a838e322993ebf:0xce288930af2582d5!8m2!3d40.6239358!4d22.9551444!16s%2Fm%2F04073s5?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%9C%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF+%CE%92%CF%85%CE%B6%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%8D+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B9%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%8D/@40.6239358,22.9551444,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a838e322993ebf:0xce288930af2582d5!8m2!3d40.6239358!4d22.9551444!16s%2Fm%2F04073s5?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%9C%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF+%CE%92%CF%85%CE%B6%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%8D+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B9%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%8D/@40.6239358,22.9551444,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a838e322993ebf:0xce288930af2582d5!8m2!3d40.6239358!4d22.9551444!16s%2Fm%2F04073s5?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Heptapyrgion+of+Thessaloniki/@40.6439102,22.9607805,18.54z/data=!4m10!1m2!2m1!1sEptapirgio+tower!3m6!1s0x14a8384ee5d7ba57:0x27f3770356c09f3a!8m2!3d40.6441685!4d22.9619222!15sChBFcHRhcGlyZ2lvIHRvd2VyWhIiEGVwdGFwaXJnaW8gdG93ZXKSARNoaXN0b3JpY2FsX2xhbmRtYXJr4AEA!16s%2Fm%2F07s7hsh?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Heptapyrgion+of+Thessaloniki/@40.6439102,22.9607805,18.54z/data=!4m10!1m2!2m1!1sEptapirgio+tower!3m6!1s0x14a8384ee5d7ba57:0x27f3770356c09f3a!8m2!3d40.6441685!4d22.9619222!15sChBFcHRhcGlyZ2lvIHRvd2VyWhIiEGVwdGFwaXJnaW8gdG93ZXKSARNoaXN0b3JpY2FsX2xhbmRtYXJr4AEA!16s%2Fm%2F07s7hsh?entry=ttu


THE CHURCHES 

THE MOSQUES 

Rotonda

Alatza Imaret 

Church of Agios Dimitrios 

UNESCO’s heritage church of Osios David

Church of Agia Sofia 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%A1%CE%BF%CF%84%CF%8C%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B1/@40.6333022,22.9506615,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a8390056ba88cf:0x1e132d029db9e4f2!8m2!3d40.6332741!4d22.9530015
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%91%CE%BB%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B6%CE%AC+%CE%99%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%AD%CF%84+%CE%A4%CE%B6%CE%B1%CE%BC%CE%AF/@40.6391991,22.9474635,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a839ac6fae17f9:0x256171ae4f860277!8m2!3d40.6391721!4d22.9495984
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%91%CE%BB%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B6%CE%AC+%CE%99%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%AD%CF%84+%CE%A4%CE%B6%CE%B1%CE%BC%CE%AF/@40.6391991,22.9474635,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a839ac6fae17f9:0x256171ae4f860277!8m2!3d40.6391721!4d22.9495984
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%99%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%9D%CE%B1%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%91%CE%B3%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%94%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B7%CF%84%CF%81%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%8D%CF%87%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%98%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AF%CE%BA%CE%B7%CF%82/@40.6387997,22.9433381,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a839a9555261d5:0x9adb6b6586b26aab!8m2!3d40.6387957!4d22.9478228
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%99%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%9D%CE%B1%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%91%CE%B3%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%94%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B7%CF%84%CF%81%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%8D%CF%87%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%98%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AF%CE%BA%CE%B7%CF%82/@40.6387997,22.9433381,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a839a9555261d5:0x9adb6b6586b26aab!8m2!3d40.6387957!4d22.9478228
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%9C%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AE+%CE%9B%CE%B1%CF%84%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%85+-+%CE%99%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%9D%CE%B1%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%9F%CF%83%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85+%CE%94%CE%B1%CE%B2%CE%AF%CE%B4/@40.6415425,22.949964,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x14a839a92a802431:0xe7c5266c2f083dab!2zzpzOv869zq4gzpvOsc-Ez4zOvM6_z4UgLSDOmc61z4HPjM-CIM6dzrHPjM-CIM6fz4POr86_z4UgzpTOsc6yzq_OtA!8m2!3d40.6415351!4d22.9521492!3m4!1s0x14a839a92a802431:0xe7c5266c2f083dab!8m2!3d40.6415351!4d22.9521492
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%91%CE%B3%CE%AF%CE%B1+%CE%A3%CE%BF%CF%86%CE%AF%CE%B1/@40.6332087,22.9439249,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a83907391d6a89:0x29bd6b3ffe046964!8m2!3d40.6332046!4d22.9461136
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%91%CE%B3%CE%AF%CE%B1+%CE%A3%CE%BF%CF%86%CE%AF%CE%B1/@40.6332087,22.9439249,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x14a83907391d6a89:0x29bd6b3ffe046964!8m2!3d40.6332046!4d22.9461136


JEWISH HISTORY 

The jewish history of Thessaloniki,
as of many other places around
Europe, is long, dark and not well
known. The jewish community  
nowadays is shrinked. Historically
though, it was consisted of the
Romaniote Jews, who were almost
native in greek territory of the
Roman Empire (from where they
got their name) & the Eastern
Spehprdim Jews, being relocated
in Thessaloniki, after the brutal
order of expulsion of all Jews,
delivered by Queen Elizabeth II &
King Ferdinard of Castile

 INTERESTING FACTS
The spoken and religious

language of the Jewish
community of Thessaloniki is
“Ladino” or Judeo-Spanish, a
mixture of Spanish, Aramaic,

Greek & Turkish.
 Ladino, once the trade

language of the Adriatic Sea,
the Balkans, and the Middle-

East, and renowned for its
rich literature, especially in

Salonika, today is under
serious threat of extinction.

VISIT
The Jewish museum of
Thessaloniki 

Jewish synagogue 
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https://www.google.com/maps?ll=40.635218,22.939485&z=16&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=8476480753157007375
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=40.635218,22.939485&z=16&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=8476480753157007375
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=40.635218,22.939485&z=16&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=8476480753157007375
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nbhZbby8kiwaxFvb7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nbhZbby8kiwaxFvb7


The White Tower, the
monument Thessaloniki
is known for. It was built

in the 15th century by
the Ottomans and was
originally built to help

defend the city’s harbor,
but was later used as a
fort and as a prison as

well. In the 19th century,
it was named  the “Tower
or Blood” or “Red Tower”

due to a massacre. After
the 19th century its was

whitewashed as a
“cleansing”. Today is a

museum that you can
visit, with an amazing

niew of Thessaloniki  
even Mount Olympus. 

WATERFRONT CLUSTER 
WHITE TOWER 

NEW WATERFRONT & OLD PORT OF
THESSALONIKI 

In the summer and spring
seasons, it is highly
recommended to take a boat
trip from the New Waterfront,
following the route from the
Old Port to New Epivates.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/White+Tower+of+Thessaloniki/@40.6264503,22.9458508,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a839af2548cc69:0xef18309d80742d16!8m2!3d40.6264463!4d22.9484257!16zL20vMDF4eGd0?entry=ttu
https://www.enjoythessaloniki.com/weekend-getaways-mountain-olympus/


Eptapyrgio (greek) also
known as “Yedi Kule” in
Turkish, meaning “Seven
Towers”, was build as a
fortress to resist the
Turkish threat, during the
Byzantine era, and later
used as prison, mostly
under the Ottoman rule. 

The Thessaloniki Acropolis lies in the northeastern and highest
point of the city, just beyond Vlatadon Monastery and inside the
northen wall of the city, which is in a relatively good state of
preservation. Two big gates, the “portares”, lead inside the
Acropolis which was the second line of defence in case of siege of
the city. Next to the east gate as it leads outside the Acropolis, at
the corner of the northen and eastern walls, the tower of Trigonio
(or Pyrovolio) dominates and offers magnificient views of the city.

UPPER CITY / OLD TOWN CLUSTER 

The view from “Vlatadon” monastery 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%A4%CE%B5%CE%AF%CF%87%CE%B7+%CE%91%CE%BA%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%80%CF%8C%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%89%CF%82/@40.6424497,22.9595873,18z/data=!4m9!1m2!2m1!1zz4DPhc-Bzr_Oss6_zrvOtc65zr8gzrjOtc-Dz4POsc67zr_Ovc65zrrOtw!3m5!1s0x14a839c3f37b2743:0x3691945ad54dc218!8m2!3d40.6424663!4d22.9617535!16s%2Fg%2F11h1y90j5d?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%99%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%AC+%CE%9C%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AE+%CE%92%CE%BB%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%AC%CE%B4%CF%89%CE%BD/@40.6417944,22.9462512,16z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1zzrrOv8-FzrvOtSDOus6xz4bOtQ!3m4!1s0x14a83852a3f02bdf:0xcb864a3a71b9c6f7!8m2!3d40.6417948!4d22.9544911
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%CE%99%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%AC+%CE%9C%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%AE+%CE%92%CE%BB%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%AC%CE%B4%CF%89%CE%BD/@40.6417944,22.9462512,16z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1zzrrOv8-FzrvOtSDOus6xz4bOtQ!3m4!1s0x14a83852a3f02bdf:0xcb864a3a71b9c6f7!8m2!3d40.6417948!4d22.9544911


CULTURAL/ARTS CLUSTER 

MUSEUMS
MOMus Museum - Metropolitan Organisation of
Museums of Visual Arts of Thessaloniki 

SPECIAL EVENTS &
RECOMMENDATIONS 

The city’s annual cultural event “Dimitria 2023” 

Reworks - International Music Festival 

Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art 

Thessaloniki International Film Festival 

Anopolis World Music Festival 

International Book Fair

Μuseum of illusions

Cinema Museum & Cinematheque

Foundation for the Museum of the
Macedonian Struggle
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Thessaloniki Museum of Photography 

https://www.momus.gr/en/visit
https://www.momus.gr/en/visit
https://www.momus.gr/en/visit
https://e-dimitria.gr/
https://e-dimitria.gr/
https://reworks.gr/
https://reworks.gr/
https://thessalonikibiennale.gr/
https://thessalonikibiennale.gr/
https://www.filmfestival.gr/en/
https://www.filmfestival.gr/en/
https://olipoli.gr/en/node/39
https://olipoli.gr/en/node/39
https://www.thessalonikibookfair.gr/
https://museumofillusions.gr/thessaloniki/en/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thessaloniki+Cinema+Museum+%26+Cinematheque/@40.633101,22.9331441,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x14a8390961ce3c73:0x12789251247794a5!8m2!3d40.633097!4d22.935719!16s%2Fm%2F04073tx?entry=ttu
https://imma.edu.gr/en/imma-home-en-3/
https://imma.edu.gr/en/imma-home-en-3/
https://www.momus.gr/en/museum/thessaloniki-museum-photography#museum
https://www.momus.gr/en/museum/thessaloniki-museum-photography#museum


GASTRONOMIC CLUSTER 
LADADIKA NEIGHBORHOOD 
Ladadika is the name of a historic district and a landmark
area of the city of Thessaloniki. 

AGORA MODIANO
Agora Modiano is the Central

Food Market of Thessaloniki.
Agora Modiano is a reference

point for the city’s gastronomy.

RESTAURANTS 
“Toixo Toixo” traditional cuisine [Stergiou Polidorou 1, 54634]

“Rediviva Cucina Povera” cooperative bio restaurant [Alexandras

Papadopoulou str. 70, 54633]

“Nea Folia” [Aristomenous str.4] 

“Stasi” cooperative restaurant [Andokinou str.4, 54634]

“Mourga” [Athanasiou Christopoulou 12]

“Vary Peponi” [Apellou 4 Navarinou Square]

“Psaras” (for fish) [ Mitropolitou Gennadiou 7 Athonos Square]

VEGAN & VEGETARIAN, HALAL OPTIONS  

 “HAYAT Mikrí Póli” [Palaión Patrón Germanoú 23] 

“ROOTS” [Balanou str. 4]
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladadika
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladadika
https://www.agoramodiano.com/en/


DAY TRIPS  NEAR THESSALONIKI

Palaios Panteleimonas

Pozar

Numfaio & Arktouros 

HIKING TRIPS
Mount Olympus 

Forest Pieriko 

Chortiatis forest

FALL /WINTER DESTINATIONS 

SPRING/ SUMMER DESTINATIONS 
Recreation Area of Agios Nikolaos, Naousa

Halkidiki [Afitos, Nea Moudania, Kallikrateia, Old Nikiti]

Arnaia of Halikidiki

Kerkini Lake National Park
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 ENJOY YOUR TIME IN
THESSALONIKI!


